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Law

Protecting what
matters most

UNCONTESTED DIVORCE: PROCEDURE GUIDE

PETITIONER

The spouse who applies for the divorce

RESPONDENT

The spouse who responds to the divorce

TIMELINE *

WEEK 2

WEEK 3-4

WEEK 4-5

WEEK 7-8

WEEK 13-
14

WEEK 15-
16

WEEK 21-
22

WEEK 23-
24

Decide on how to prove the marriage
has broken down irretrievably being
the ground for divorce/dissolution

Submit Divorce Petition to the
Regional Divorce Centre

Receive sealed Divorce Petition & the
Acknowledgement of Service Form
from the Divorce Centre

Complete, sign and return
Acknowledgement of Service Form
to the Regional Divorce Centre
within 14 days

On receipt of the completed
Acknowledgement Form from Divorce
Centre, apply back to it for Decree
Nisi with supporting statement

Certificate of Entitlement sent out by the Divorce Centre confirming Petitioner has
sufficiently proved contents of Petition and entitled to a Decree of Divorce with date for
pronouncement

FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT
- a separate but parallel process

Pronouncement of Decree Nisi
providing formal approval of divorce

Agreed financial settlement can be submitted to the court from this point on for approval

Must wait
six weeks and one day

from date of Decree Nisi

Apply to Divorce Centre for Decree
Absolute

If Petitioner does not apply,
must wait four & half months
from date of Decree Nisi

Apply to Divorce Centre for Hearing to

be granted Decree Absolute

Decree Absolute granted

+44 (0)1225 448955 info@sharpfamilylaw.com
5 Gay Street, Bath BA12PH Also at Bristol

* timelines can vary from week to week and month to month
depending on the efficiency of the Family Court to process
papers, and on all parties acting promptly in response to them



